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Stage 3 of the Good Food Nation Bill comes to a close — just waiting on a
signature from the Queen and the Good Food Nation (Scotland) Bill
becomes the Good Food Nation (Scotland) Act. And we're pretty pleased

with the result.

If you've read our previous blog, W iial nappeneo |
kit . you will know that there have been a few hairy moments in the
development of the Bill. It has certainly not been smooth sailing throughout

- not least because the Bill was very thin when it was first introduced.

It included a duty on local authorities, Ministers and health boards to
produce food plans, with minimal detail of what needed to be in these
plans, what the plans were aiming to achieve and who was going to be

responsible for checking to see the plans were making a difference.

Over a number of months, Scottish Parliament worked hard to interrogate
the Bill — with the Rural Affairs Committee leading this work. The
Committee sought evidence from a broad range of stakeholders during
Stage 1. Evidence from organisations who focus on health, food insecurity,
nature and climate change (the majority of which were Scottish Food

Coalition members) as well as the voices of local authorities and industry.

Carving out this parliamentary time for evidence from a broad range of
stakeholders helped to ensure that this Bill, which is intended to ensure a
cross-cutting approach to food policy, was informed by a broad range of

views. Many of these views, certainly those from Coalition partners, spoke
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with a united voice calling for the same five asks.* This is no accident, the
members of the Scottish Food Coalition agreed on our five asks for the Bill
over 5 years ago, and we've made sure to keep them front and centre
throughout the campaign - this consistent messaging was key in securing a
stronger Bill. It meant that whilst everyone else was scrambling to flush out

what a framework law on food should look like, we were ready with the

answer.

Coalition partners also showed up in force, just before Stage 2 was due to

kick off, we had an event outside of parliament where over 25 MSPs

attended, and about 100 campaigners from across Scotland. In the past 2

weeks alone, we've had over 850 letters sent from campaigners calling for a

stronger Bill - an incredible feat.

Finally — I wanted to point towards MSPs who worked across party lines,

firstly to make sure the Bill was introduced in the first instance (which was a

years-long challenge) and secondly to prioritise good policy making ahead

of political goal scoring. The Bill is much better for it.

It has truly been a joint effort and a shared win.

So - how did we do?

Our Five Asks for the Good Food Nation Bill

What is in the final version of the Bill

Incorporate the right to food into Scots Law:
to ensure these rights shape policy or practice, and
can be enforced in Scotland.

Ministers, Local Authorities and health boards have
to have regard to the right to food in the
preparation of their food plans.

Partial Success

Cross-cutting National Food Plans:

Scottish Ministers consult on and collectively agree a
plan for food, farming and fishing in Scotland would
ensure effective action through strategic joined-up
policy making.

National Good Food Nation plans will be written
and implemented; these plans will be cross cutting.

Success

Duties on Public Bodies:

local authorities, health boards and other public
bodies to incorporate the priorities established in the
National Good Food Plan into their strategic decision-
making and service provision.

Local authorities and health boards will write and
implement their own good food nation plans —

Success

Independent Statutory Body:

a Statutory Food Commission would provide
expertise; scrutinise relevant policies;| report on the
state of the food system, and ensure coherence
across Government.

An independent Food Commission will be
established to “provide oversight and to help us to
continue on the path to being a Good Food Nation”

Success

Sectoral Measures and Targets:

the Good Food Nation Bill should include specific
programmatic measures and statutory targets to
stimulate immediate action — e.g., halving
childhood obesity by 2030.

Scottish Government have stated that targets or
objectives will be set out in the plans, rather than
the Bill.

Limited Success

Influencing policy is an imperfect science, with so many influencing

factors that are out of our control — we were never going to get a perfect

score. But there is a lot to be proud of, and a lot of people behind this

success. We don't have to look far to see a more regressive approach to food

policy — have a look at the latest announcements on England’s Food

Strategy.



So, our final thanks go to the Scottish Government for coming up trumps.
Food system legislation is infamously challenging. Advancements in this
country will help to trailblaze a path for many others — and that's a legacy

for us all to celebrate.
We're shifting our mind to what comes next. Have a read of the Scottish

Food Coalition’s recently published report:

And join us on Tuesday 28th of June at Ipm - 2pm for a lunch-time session
on the next steps in our journey to becoming a Good Food Nation - register
here.
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